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Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have 
no effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a 
patent in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an 
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patent application serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains 
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37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to 
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37 CFR 1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 
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subject matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to 
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to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 



